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Sell Us Food or
Risk Your Ships, "

Germany's Stand
Ambassador Von Bernstorff,

Emphasizes His Country's
State Department,

of the Wilhelmina Case Declares that if England Will
Not Allow Supplies to Reach Teuton Civil Population,
Germany Will Use Every Means at Her Command to
Cut Off All Commerce with British Isles, and United
States Ships Must Take Chances if They Attempt
to Run Blockade.

AMERICA IS TRAPPED BETWEEN MILLSTONES;
OFFICIALS HERE REVIEW WILHELMINA CASE

Special Cable to Tlir Wakhlngton Herald.
London, Feb. 13. The belief is growing in London that the cargo

of foodstuffs on the American steamship Wilhelmina, now in Falmonth
harbor, will be sold to the American commission for relief in Belgium,

instead of being disposed of by a prize court.
It b said the government will offer no objections to the proposed plan.

The difficulties and dangers of the position of the United States between
the upper and nether millstones of the maritime warfare between England
and Herniary were emphasized yesterday when Count von Bernstorff, the
Herman Ambassador, called at the State Department to impress upon Sec-

retary Bryan the ital importance of the issues involved in the Wilhelmina
case.

His presentation of Gennany views on these issues was practically
equivalent to notice that if Great Britain would not permit food to reach
the ciil population of Germany from the outside, Germany would use all

means at her command to cut off the British supplies of food. In either
event, the loss to United Stales trade will be second only to the injury sus-

tained b the belligerents, and it was obvious that it is Germany's cxpecta-Lio- n

that tlii government will take

tips for the prcscriation of its trade
with England which will have the
effect of making a similar trade with
Germany po-sib-

I . . Hold Trainii Card.
Tl.cic have been hint1-- , reieived in al

quartcix lure, that if the L'nited

State, b.v a stiong defense of the
aw. could brine about a mod-I- n

ation of tlie Biiiih lnt'-iitiu- not to
lot any fond targoes reacli Geimanv
Dei auje of the German food expropria-

tion cloif, there might 1e substantial
inodilKation?. of the opirauonh proposed
In tierman.v under the recent wai zone

re Furthermore. unofficial di- -

Fat Im from lxmdon jesterday indicated
lhal th.ie is doubt developing in the
biitili niindt a to the uimIoih of press-

ing ih ase of the Wilhelmina to a con-hiM-

and preventing its c.irpo of .s

from reaching G rman . Both
lln i would, if they

leaiiiies. giratlv relit e the prca-- .
lit - l u.it ion of th Tinted Stati .

' lm h i now one the greatest difll-cull- v

ImjiM oi the pressure from both
lleiiti.niv and Knulaiid.

rii i;iiiun Ainbaador. in Ins viMt
to tin Stale Department steida
in ide il umnl!takatl tlear that he re-a- i'i

the iues involved in the ease
o, ( . ithelniina absolutely funda-i- i

ml and at the bottom of all the
tin .it net! tlilhrultieo for American trade
vrh in ti nf the belliterciitH. lie et
1 iih olniui Iht t of Geimanv that
i.i ii rit.un. In partialiv losing the
Ntn'b t i to mimal-- . and In annnune-ii- i

j i pi alt tilt an mt ntinti to starve
in i.i'imaiv. hatl Rime bevoud all the

s of u.i i fair and i ivilizatioii ami hail
tiiiT-loi- -- lit 'i retaliation as
ni'ht Mini u etmvenlent to uni-

t- ii.il i

Point tti l.rrmnii llfrrr.
il- - inn In) St i nt. irv llrvan if the

iini tin 1'nited State by
In-- . oeriiiiit-n- t that importation of food--- t

ill- - fi.nii tin I iiiltd States, would be

ri ini't ft.nn thi provi-ion- s of the de-ii- it

niitv ullii foi poveri.mel.l eonlrol
of the fotitl -- uriilt til it the German
ofi iiiin'iit would guarantee that no

sui Ii ruoiictiirrv imported would reach
in mt w.iv the aimed fon es of German'-lui- t

tt nub lit reserved eniirelv foi .s.ile
.tn.l distribution amonc the eivd Hiiula-tio- .,

Thes, Buarantet-K- . Gumany hold?.
- i.niM le vvh'tll aeeeptable to Great
v.. nam and the Ambassador's state-mm- u

left no duubt that if the) were
not .i opted and food carsoes permitted
to ri.i . m German), the German admi-
rals would do it utmost to pit vent any
fond -- Inpi from reaehinu KnKland.

Vniluador !5crnstorff matle no
uiutn the fnltetl Stales in the

mallei He indicated what miRht
bi ipett,., if at llrilain adopts the
ifltie indh-ate- when the Wilhelmina
ae aio-- e. that of preventing the carso

from it.iehlnK Gormanv. The inference
n a., ininilslakable. however, that Ger-
man looks to this covernment to take
-- urn steps in the Wilhelmina cae as
will brin? about the abandonment by
Great nritain of what are understood
to be hei present intentions

While not in an.v way admitting the
right of Germant to exert any pressure
upon this government in the matter, off-
icials oiiited out to Ambassador Rern--tor- ff

what already ! i been done by the
I'nited States In the Wilhelmina case. He
was informed that the I'nited States has
sked Great Britain to defer prize court

ProceeditiBs until a presentation of the
r.icts m the case could be made on le-'la- lf

of the owners of the Wllhelmina'B
arRo. The owners of the cargo have

submitted to the department a brief In
"he case, which is belns reviewed. If
'ound such as to warrant the support of
'he Kovernment. the brief will be trans-
mitted to the British Rovcrnment by the
tatt Department, with the view of con-

vincing the British that they have not
a sufficient case to warrant prize court
Proceedings, it Is understood that the
State Department is rather inclined to
think the American case a good one.
especially In view of the guarantees given
by the German government with regard

Uio disposition of such food carsoes

in Call at
Belief in the Vital Importance

ASKS INQUIRY OF

SHIP PLOT RUMOR

Burton Sees Basis for Tale
that U. S. Officers Have In-

terest in Interned Vessels.

URGES PROBE IN SENATE

Ohioan Says He Has Information
Tending to Show Loans Already

Have Been Made.

Senator Burton expressed a determina-
tion in the Senate yesterday to probe
rtimorn alleging that certain government
officers who have affiliations with New-Yor-

finance Interests hold options on
the interned German ships and that this
it the main reason for the persistent ef-

fort to force through the -c

bill.

Submit Tvtii Resolutions.
Senator Burton ptoposed two resolut-

ion- looking to an investigation. One
of these, which he afk-- to be referred
to the Senate Committee on Audit and
Control of Contingent Expenses, pro-

vides for an investigating committee of
five Senators to be nam'd bv the Vice
President, and given full powers to com-

pel the production of papers and the
appearance and testimony of witnesses
and directed to ascertain whether anv
individual tirni, or corporation in t'le
t'liited States holds options on the ships
and whether any options are held bv gov-

ernment officers.
Senator Burton also introduced a more

resolution calling on the
Secrc".aiy of the Treasurv to answer cer
tain interrogatories concerning the
rumors that are afloat.

This resolution was not given immediate
conslaeratlon because Senator Fletcher
asked that It lie over for a day. It will
come up later and If a vote is had is
likel to pass.

Wants Matter Probed.
In the debate later In the day Senator

Burton said he had Information which
led him to believe that there was some
basis for the talk that loans had al-

ready been made to the owners of the
Interned ships and that government of-

ficers are Interested, either as holders of
options or in some other way, in the
sale of the ships to the United States
government. The Senator said lie was
determined to have the matter probed if
possible.

AMBUSH AND SLAY MILLIONAIRE

Win. Illrk, Colorado Mine Orrner,
hot Down In Itoad.

Denter, Feb. 13. Ambushed on the
public highway, near Walsenburg, Wil-

liam Dick. Independent mine owner and
one of the wealthiest coal operators In
the State, was shot to death In his auto-
mobile this afternoon. His slayers, evi-
dently not after noney, left W.S0O un-

touched, in his car., failed to take his
watch and turned two pockets of his
trousers inside out, apparently for effect

Sheriff Fair, of Huerfano County, with
twenty-fiv- e armed deputies in autos Is
In pursuit of the slayers.

(C7.73 IVctt Orleans, tSSja Mobile and
return Feb. ria Norfolk & WesternBy. Iaaulrc 1119 X. '. Ave Adr.

SPAIN CALLS ON

NATIONS TO TAKE

HAND IN MEXICO

Joint Action to End "State of
! Anarchy" Demanded by

Madrid.

BRYAN WAITS FOR NOTE

U. S., Asked to Protect Span-

ish Colonists, Faces Embar-

rassing Predicament.

"FIRST CHIEF" ACCUSES ENVOY

Through Foreign Minister Explains
Why Spanish Diplomat Was Ex-

pelled from Country.

GUADALAJARA FALLS
INTO HANDS OF VILLA

KI Ijim, Frb. 13. (.'en. Frnn-cIm'- O

Illn trlrphonnl litre
from Hint lit

forrrn under On, Julian Medina
had raptured that ell?, the nee-n- nd

larKCit In Mexico, after
the arramn enrrUon

under Mlcruel Dlejniex. IIH
mrnce fnllot

"We entered today
and lmnirdlatel after purnued
the enemj. We nhall eontlnue
the purmilt until ve either make
l hem Mtirrender or exterminate
thrm. The main Cnrranxlfitn forre
lian left In the direction of Man-xanll-

hut order hotr been
by t.en. Medina to Mop their

proereMM nt ajtila nnd Tnpotlan.
I rend j thej bar lot their

trnfnn at aula.

hot"!! filtl' to The W"liinston HitiM
London. Feb 13 The Exchange

Telegraph Company received a dis-

patch from .Madrid stating that tbe
Spanish government ha made an ap-

plication to the powers for joint action
to end what the Spanish government
declares to be a "state of anarch)''
now existing in Mexico.

Great concern is felt in Madrid over
the welfare of the numerous Spanish
colonies in Mexico who have not been
heard from, since the expulsion of the
Spanish ambassador by the Carran.i
officials.

It is feared here that other foreign
ambassadors will meet the same fate
as did the Spanish ambassador, and i

It is very likely that Spain will ask
the United States to act in behalf of
its colonists in Mexico.

Kxplnin Kiita!t KximNlou.
era Cruz. Feb. 13. Minister of

Foreign Relations Urutca today issued
a formal statement relative to the ex-

pulsion by "First Cliicr' Carranza of
"the self-style- d minister from Spain
to Mexico, who pretended lo be recog-

nized as such, though the constitution-
alist government never had beei.
recognized by Spain."

The statement refois to Senor Dtl Ca.o
as having lieen a real estate operator
and married to a ifitivo Mexican. Del
Caso. says Urutca, was in close touch
with the Villa movement and was the
onlidential financial agent and political

adviser of Villa and as su Ii was known
in Washington.

Minister Urutca act uses Del Caso of
having connived with Urbina Fierro in
a number of assassinations and of ac-

quiring false credcntl.ifs as a confidential
agent of Spain to the Gutierrez govern-
ment.

wnlt panlsli .Note,
No official report of the action of the

Spanish government vesterday vvitli
to conditions in Mexico was re-

ceived in Washington, neither the Span-
ish Ambassador nor the State Depart-
ment having an) advites. It was gen-

erally expected that it would be another
da) before an) thing would be received
through official channels regarding any
action that the Spanish government may
have taken.

It was expected that Spain would
take serious offense at the expulsion
of her minister from Mexico City, and
that was why the United States gov-
ernment endeavored to relieve the situ-
ation before the order for the minis-
ter's deportation vfras issued. It was
feared that this act by Carranza might
prove to be the last straw and bring
the Spanish government to a determi-
nation in' favor of more drastic action
regarding Mexico than has heretofore
been suggested by any government.

L'. S. Fnce Knilinrranmiient.
It would occasion no surprise here if

Spain called upon the United States to
bring about a restoration of law and
order and civilization In Mexico.

buch a request would, doubtless, prove
most embarrassing to the administra-
tion, which is now endeavoring to let the
Mexican situation solve Itself as far- - as
Is possible It la felt that the present Is
a particularly Inopportune time for
Mexican Issue to be presented to this
government in any more pressing form.

Mexico City Is likely to prove untenable
for the Carranza forces In the near fu-

ture, according to advices received here
yesterday. It is reported that in addi-

tion to the scarcity of food, which has
existed for some time. Zapata has fur-
ther Interfered with the water supply.
Dispatches state that he has'destroyed
one of the principal waterworks, but It
Is not understood that the city has been
entirely deprived of Its water supply.

?V- - - -

German Press Defies U. S.;
Ships Must Run Own Risks

Open defiance is voiced in the semi-offici- al German newspapers
in comment on the American note of warning to Germany.

Some of these comments follow:
"The of neutrals enter upon this war zone at their

ozvn risk."
"It is out of the question tlial the identity of every ship

with a neutral flag be ascertained."
"A submarine mine cannot learn this identity, and such

a course is equally impossible for a submarine boat."
"The American government and the shippers them-

selves must bear the responsibility."
"We gather the impression that if the American

people believe they can handle the German government as they
desire by pressure and threats they will fool themselves."

"Persons acquainted --zcith the psychology of England
knozv that the German blockade will be effective if it costs
the lizrs of many English --women and men."

"The condition of affairs and the consequences it may
bring after February 18 cannot be changed or influenced by

any representations or demands from Washington."

Germany Defiant,
Press Gives Open

Voice to Threats
i Kaiser and Chancellor to Take Up United States Note at

Emperor's Headquarters on

naners Sneer at Americanr r
Neutral Must War Zone at their Uwn Kisk.

"If Americans Believe They Can Handle the German
Government as They Desire by Pressure and Threats
They Will Fool Themselves," Writes Count Von Revent-lo-w,

Expert, in Kaiser's Councils.

NEUTRAL SHIPS PERIL, BERLIN

ADMIRALTY DECLARES, IN SECOND WARNING

Special Cable to The Washington Herald.
- The Hague, Feb. 13. A second and more detailed warning to neutral
ships against entering the war area around the Isles is sounded today

in an by the German The new warning repeats

the original statement 01 the German on the question and adds

the folio- - ing:
"Since the example of Great Britain, declared as

war zone on and after 18, English and Irish waters, the British

f?ac declared all the ports of England to be war ports and have justified the

use of neutral flags on merchant vessels.
to a reliable source, a great number of British

merchantmen have been armed in order to destroy German by

shells or by ramming them. There

PRAEGER DENIES

BRANCHJFFICE

Business Men's Request Is

Turned by Post-

master.

'WILL KEEP OPEN MIND"

n Letter to Chairman Grosncr, of
Citizens' Committee, City Official

Holds Out Hope for Future.

Pn.lmaRlpr Oltn Prncp.r vpsterrfav rp-- 1

., . . .., , k.i0 I

asmen in the downtown section for es-

tablishment of a branch postal station in
Pennsylvania avenue. Within an hour
after he had announced his refusal the
business men began laying plans to re-

new their fight for what they consider a
business necessity. The business men
assert they have taken only the first
step and that more drastic and emphatic
methods now may be used In view of the
refusal of the Postmaster.

In a letter to Isidor Grosncr, chairman
of the general committee of business be
men. Postmaster Praeger explained the
reasons why he "would not be Justified
in to the Postofnce De-

partment an .expenditure between HI. COO

and $23,000 a year for the establishment
in Pennsylvania avenue of a postal sta-

tion, open from 8 a. m. until 10 p. m.. w 1th
lock-bo- x, general delivery, registry and
money order service."

I'rneger Hint nt Hope.
Hints that renewed agitation may

bring results, the postmaster said:
"Mr. Chairman. I trust that you and

the committee will not consider your
closed. I realize that In a strong.

large city like Washington conditions arc
ever changing, and I am holding an open
mind to the end that I may keep the
local postal service ever responsive to
such changes." to

Chairman Grosner called a meeting of
the committee for tomorrow, when the
business men will determine their course. the"I expect to confer with Postmaster
Praeger before the meeting," said Mr.
Grosner, "and hope to get more encour-
agement than that in Ms letter. There Is

CONTINUED oJTrAQE THUEX.

the Eastern Front News-- ,

Ships Open

Naval High

WILL FACE

British

announcement Legation.
admiralty

Germany, following
February

"Moreover, according
submarines

Down

recommending

Demands and Declare that

by these ships lose their character
as merchant ships and become war
vessels.

All rtitrn!n Warned.
"(Jermany. therefore, again is obliged

urgently to warn all neutral ships against1
entering English coast wateri. after Feb- -

ruar 15. as from that date the German .

admiralty will proecute the war with
all means at its disposal against British
war ports and British armed merchant
.ships

"Neutral vessels which are then still
within the war zon will run the same
risk as if they pursued a course through
sea battles between England ami Ger-

many, which the date and place could
not have been made known and will
bring risks upon themselves for which
Germany cannot take the responsibilitj.

"The route around the north of Scot- -

' to the depth of the waters.
cannot be endangered by mines. There.

well as In the waters of the North
Sea, with the exception of British waters
and German Bay, neutral shipping will

nut be endangered by the measures the
German admiralty is adopting." .

Ivnlurr to Get ."Note.

Berlin, Feb. 11 The German authori
ties are much embarrassed over the
American note protesting against the
blockade of the French and English
coasts by Germany.

The terms of the German reply will

discussed at a meeting between the
chancellor and Emperor William. The
meeting will take place on the eastern
front, where the Kaiser now is.

The German press generally upholds
the government and states that If Amer-

ica does not want harm to come to Its
ships they should be warned not to en-

ter the danger zone.
It is reported that the German reply

will be couched In apologetic terms, giv-

ing America a distinct pledge for the
safety of American ships. The pledge,
however, will be conditional that Amer-
ica prohibit the use of the Stars and
Stripes by belligerents.

Pre In Defiant.
A feeling of anger against the United

States is cropping up in Germany, and
the government seems to be doing little

check it.
Open defiance characterizes the com-

ments of the German newspapers on
American note.

Count von Reventlow, a naval expert
high in the councils of the empire,
writing- - In the Tages Zeltung, declares

CONTINUED OX PAGE TURKS.

111IS HEADS

FRY AND FRIZZLE

ON 1 9 1 5 GRIDIRON

Famous Club Toasts Notables

at Anniversary
Banquet.

CANDIDATES ON TRIAL

Hopes of" Presidential As-

pirants of All Parties Are
Wrung from Them.

DEPEW RECALLS OLD TIMES

Representative of Early Days of Or
ganization Answers Song

with Speech.

Three X's in a row.
Large and fragrant X's the) were and

they hung In ail their gIor beneath the

brilliant electric gridiron in the New

Wiliard banquet hall last night. They
were the floral signboards which marked
the thirtieth anniversary dinner of the
Gridiron Club.

For thirty years this famous organiza-

tion has been dispensing mirth and mer-

riment. Jollity and jest, 'wit and wisdom
Like wine, it grows better as it grows
older. Each year has seen it develop
along unique lines until now it is not
only a distinct institution of the National
Capital but Its fame is world-wid- e. Last
night's tripie-- X dinner was one of the
best ever. It was full of clever stuff, but
wltnout ,he sllhtest suggestion of mai

I Ice in any line. Kach shaft of wit fell
harmlessly upon a cushion of laughter.

President Eilgar C. Snyder, of the
Omaha Hee. led the proceslon Into the j

banquet hall, escorting Vice President I

Marshall Secretar Bryan and several
other members of the Cabinet, a dozen
or more Senators, over a score of Repre-
sentatives, army and navy oflicers and
men Itllstinguished In finance, railroad-
ing, literature and science made up the
throng of more than 20) which gathered
around the beautifully decorated tables.
Perhaps especial mention ought to be)
made of Admiral Clark, of Oregon line, 1

and Chauncey M. Pepew. The hitter's
presence recalled the early days of the
club. There was a reminiscent note in
the song which was sung to him.
"You're the tic that binds us to the dajs
gone by," warbled the chorus, and the
speech which the sentiment evoked was
In Mr. Dcpew's happiest vein which is
saing a good deal. But the face of the
Gridiron Club is always turned toward
tho future and so there was no other
reference to the fact that nearly a third
of a century has elapsed since some
eight or ten newspaper correspondents
took unto themselves a name which has
become historic.

Heantlfnl ll.iiuiurt Mali.
The banquet hali undoubtedly presented

tho most beautiful effect ever seen at a
dinner in this city. The elaborate floral
scheme prepared by Small for the
Beaux-Art- s entertainment had been al- -
lowed to remain and was made still moie
magnificent by additions distinctive of
the Orldiron event. The lofty ceiling was
entirely obliterated by a canopy of smilax
vines and drooping mos. and in the
place of the chandeliers, imbedded in the
mass of greenfw ei.e myriads of vellow
Japanese lanterns lighted by electricity.
At each recessed window wrc unique
lambrequins in black and whil the

for the shipcolors, the
wonderfully attractive by the manner In
which masses of spring blossoms had
been arranged. The great electric grid- -

Iron rested against a panel of American
Beauty roses and brilliantly illuminates
the trip!c-- X design. The whole effect
was marvclously beautiful.

The dinner ar-ie- to every sense.
Not only did the wealth of floral decora-
tion delight the rye. but the delicious
menu satisfied the Inner man and th
music pleased the car. Tiiere was an
appeal to Intelligence and Intellectuality

CONTI.M'En OX PARE POUIt-So- nttj

URGES SUNDAY CURE
FOR SPINELESS SOLONS

Representative Dies, of Texas, Lashes
Confreres and Tells Them How to

Be Good Legislators.
in a spirited speech in the House

yesterday. Representative of Texas,
lectured to his colleagues on "Splne-lessnes- s"

and asserted that "if we had
a little more spine this would be the
greatest legislative body on earth."

Dies said there was a growing dis-

position of members to vote for popu-
lar measures and against their convic-
tions and exclaimed:

"I wish Billy' Sunday were a mem-
ber of Congress, so he could come here
and preach to you before It Is too

Editor Beaten and Robbed.
Cumberland, Md Feb. IX Paul Frank-

lin, editor of the Mountain City News,
was beaten unconscious by a man at his
office In Frostburs today and then robbed
of POO. The .assailant escaped.

More Army Cash for Italy.
Rome. Feb. 11 For further military

expenses up to July. ISIS, the Italian
government has appropriated 131.000,000.

Allies Meet Heavy
Defeat at Souain
As Blizzard Rages

Outnumbered, French and British Forces Are Driven from
Strategic Positions with Heavy Losses Teutons Sweep

Forward in Driving Snowstorm and Occupy Important
Works Mofe Than 1,200 Yards of Trenches Captured
from Joffre's Forces North of Massiges, Berlin Reports.
Heavy Artillery Duels Are Waged in Belgium, Accord-
ing to Paris Midnight Communique Attacks Against
Teuton Positions in Vosges Repulsed.

TWO ENGLISH AVIATORS DASHED TO DEATH
BY TAUBES IN ATTEMPTED RAID ON BRUSSELS

Special Cable to Tbe Washington Herald.
London, Feb. 13. Signal defeat of the French in the region of Souain

was admitted by Paris tonight. Following a fierce battle, fought in a raging
blizzard, French forces have been driven from their advantageous position

in that vicinity.

The official statement received from Berlin explains the defeat by de-

claring the French troops were outnumbered, and that the blizzard made it
impossible for the artillery to render them effective support.

An official statement from Berlin declares more than 200 of the allies

were killed, and that four officers and 478 men were taken prisoners.
Cerman losses, it is claimed, were but ninety men.

The Germans also report taking more than 1,200 yards of trenches held
by the French north of Massiges, to the northwest of St Mcnehould. A
French attack on the Sudclkopf, in the Vosges is reported to have been re-

pulsed easily.
Two British airmen gave their lives in Thursday's attempt to reach

club's while tables were m.ldIflsht administration

Section.

Dies,

late."

The

Brussels, it was learned today. The

CLOTURE FIGHT IS

VOTED IN CAUCUS

n.mi.liCMf nw HoeirJirtiuituuiaiiv. ULiiaiutd isvivav
on Campaign Until Rule

Is Approved.

HOUSE GETS SHIP BILL

Wilson Forces Perfect Plans for Rush-

ing Compromise Measure Through
This Week.

A caucus of the Democratic members
of the Senate voted unanimously last
night to press for the passage of a clo-

ture rule in the Senate. The committee
of the caucus having charge of the fight
for the shipping bill was entrusted with
the duty of pressing the cloture rule.

The caucus at which this action was
taken was not attended by the seven
Democrats who deserted the administra-
tion in the ship bill fight last week.

Senator Kern, the Democratic leader,
announced after the adjournment of the
caucus that the Democrats of the Senate
would press their fight for the cloture
until It is approved by a vote of the
Senate.

Ship Fight Transferred.
By direction of President Wilson, the

bill
"wag transferred yetserday to the House.
and arrangements perfected to rush the
measure through that body early this
week. The compromise bill, dictated by
the administration, was Introduced in

the House by Representative Padgett, of
'

Tennessee, chairman of the Committee
on Naval Affairs. At the same time
a call was Issued for a caucus of the
House Democrats to be held tomorrow
night, when at this caucus the bill will

be Indorsed and Instructions given for
action on a gag rule under which tho
bill will be passed after six hours' de-

bate. The House Democrats arc not
enthusiastic over the program, but they
have received their orders from the White
House and will proceed accordingly.

It Is now agreed by everybody con-

cerned that If President Wilson stands'
by his guns the appropriation bills will
fall, thus forcing a special session of
Congress. President Wilson nobis the
key to the situation, and unless he re-

cedes, debate on the ship bill will be
conrfnued In the Senate until March 4,

when this Congress will come to an end
by Constitutional limitation.

Budget" Mar Be Rrdneed.
A prominent leader of the House is

authority for the statement that Presi-

dent Wllsos made up his mind on Janu-

ary 1 to call a special session of Con-

gress. On that date the Treasury defi-

cit aggregated JGJ.OW.000. Many members
of Cong-ret-s believe that the administra-
tion is convinced that unless the rev-

enues Increase, or apropriations are re-

duced, the Treasury balance will be
wiped out by July I .

Republicans arc of the opinion that the
ship bill Is to be used as a pretext for
calling a special session, and that the
real work of the new Congress, which
Is expected to meet on March E, 'will be
to reduce the supply budgets by any-

where from 0.000.000 to t60.CO0.00a

The ship 'bill Introduced yesterday by
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Britons were met by German Taubes
and a desperate battle in mid-a- ir fol
lowed. A well directed shot from
one of the Taubes struck one of the
English machines and sent it crash-
ing to the ground. Its occupants
were killed by the fall.

Mined Chamber IJloTvn lip.
Several artillery actions in Belgium are

rranrinl n- t- - nmnr-imtisXi-Z-w -- m..wii. uvw
Paris, which also reportsthe blowing ftp.
and subsequent occupancy by French
troops, of a mined chamber at La Bols-seil- e.

In front of Domplerrc. southwest
of Peronnc, the explosion of a French
mine is reported to have killed a num-
ber of Bavarians at work digging Ger-
man trenches.

The Germans, the report says, have
bombarded the towns of Baillcv and
Tracy le Val. while shots from French
heavy artillery are reported to havo
wrecked the railway station at Noyon.

THREE MOEE BRITISH
STEAMERS REPORTED

SUBMARINES' VICTIMS

Scarborough. Kngland, Feb. 13. The
new cargo steamer Torquay, of Dart-
mouth, was towed Into Scarborough
harbor last night in a sinking: condi-
tion, after either striking a mine or
having been torpedoed eight miles east
of this port.

The damage was amidships, ona
boiler having been penetrated. Ona

Havre (via Paris), Feb. IS. It is
now considered certain that the Brit-
ish steamers Oriole and London Trader
have been torpedoed and sunk" by a
German submarine. The last time th

sels are known to have been seen
was at 2 p m.. January 30. near Dun-gene-

The Oriole had left London for
Havre on January IS. Her crew num-
bered twenty-on- e men. The London
Trader is a vessel of G84 tons, built
in 1913 and owned by the London
Welsh Steamship Company of London.

UfcLLAKtO Ht rfcKJUKtJJ
SELF AT BECKER TRIAL

Negro Witness Now Alleged to Have
Confessed He Was Drilled

by Attorney.
Philadelphia. Feb. 13 James Marshall,

a negro, whose evidence materially as-
sisted In the conviction of Police Lieut.
Charles Becker, of New Tork. for the
murder of Herman Rosenthal, a gam-
bler, declared today that the evidence
that he gave was false.

Becker now Is In the death house in
Sing Sing.

Marshall Is alleged to have told a re-
porter today that an attorney had In-

structed him as to the evidence he was
to give. Acting under those Instructions
Marshall, It Is said, said he testified
that he saw Becker talking to "Bald
Jack" Rose. "Brldgle" Webber, and Sara
Schepps. at the "Harlem conference."

"I testified that I knew about the con-
ference but I didn't." Marshall Is said
to have told the reporter today "I
knew nothing about the conspiracy."

The State of New York, in its case
against Becker, tried to make one of
Its strongest points against Becker on
the charge that he was at the "Harlem
conference."

New York. Feb. 13. A fight for a
third trial for former Police Lieut.
Charles Becker, now In the death,
house at Sing Sing for the murder of
Herman Rosenthal, the gambler, wilt
be waged before the Supreme Court,
it was announced tonight.

Becker's counsel plan to make- - their
appeal Immediately based on the af-
fidavit of James Marshall, a negro In
Philadelphia, that his testimony at th
second trial to the effect that her r

at the famous "Harlem con-
ference" was. perjured."


